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up into the Indian peninsula, comprising an area of over 140,000
square miles and containing a population as large as that of Great
Britain. This part of India received some of the earliest trading
settlers from Europe, and was the scene of most of the struggles
in the 17th and 18th centuries between various European
nations for commercial and territorial supremacy. Along its
1,700 miles of coast-line are three ports which are still under
French administration, and the ruins of numerous Dutch and
Portuguese settlements. [Running parallel to the coast on the west
is a high range of mountains, the Western Grhats, which in parts
attain an elevation of 4,000 to nearly 7,000 feet, while a broken
series of hills, very much lower in height, follows the general
line of the east coast. In the centre of the peninsula thus
enclosed is an undulating plateau, on part of which is the im-
portant Indian State of Mysore, while in the extreme south
between the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea are two other
large States, Travancore and Cochin.
The barrier of the Western Ghats largely determines the dis-
tribution of rainfall in the province, and hence ariso striking
differences of climate and of agricultural conditions in its eastern
and western divisions. On the west coast, the rainfall is
abundant and regular, and failure of crops o*n account of drought
is almost unknown. On the eastern side, except in the valleys
and deltas of the rivers which flow eastward across tHe penin-
sula, innumerable " tanks " or small reservoirs of water are
scattered all over the country and bear testimony to the
cultivator's dependence on a precarious rainfall. These un-
favourable conditions go to explain why these eastern districts
of Madras have for years provided very large numbers of
emigrants to other parts. The plantations of Ceylon, Assam,
Mysore, the Malay States and the Straits Settlements, and the
rice producing districts of Burma are very largely dependent
on the Madras Presidency for their supply of agricultural labour.
Eice is the principal food-grain grown in tire parts of the
province whore rainfall is adequate _or where modern
engineering has insured regular irrigation. Cotton, sugar cane
and ground-nut are among the chief industrial crops. Along the
coast, and in particular on the banks of the estuaries and lagoons
on the west coast, are luxuriant groves of cocoanut and other
palms, while in the higher regions of the Western" Ghats
European enterprise has been responsible for the development'
of numerous tea, rubber and coffee plantations. Indeed, so
important a placa do these industries occupy -that the large
planting community lias been given separate representation in
the legislative council of the province.
74. Madras may be divided into several areas according to the
predominance of particular languages. The principal languages
are Tamil and Telugu, which are spoken by "18 and' 16
millions respectively." Malayalam is the language of over
3 millions in the Indian States of Travancore and Cochin